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LIMITATION AMENDMENT (CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE ACTIONS) BILL 2015 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [10.01 am]: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the private members’ business 
order of the day relating to the Limitation Amendment (Child Sexual Abuse Actions) Bill 2015 to be 
dealt with during time when government business has precedence. 

This bill was introduced by the member for Eyre. It is a private member’s bill, but the government has indicated that 
it will at some stage make time available for debate on the bill. If there is time later today, that may be this afternoon, 
or it may have to be on a later day. As I said, it is a private member’s bill and I understand there will be a number of 
opposition speakers. We will need to see how it goes in relation to the precedence of legislation that the government 
needs to have dealt with. This motion, if passed, will simply allow this bill to be dealt with in government time. We 
do not expect the opposition to make time available from its normal private members’ allocation. 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [10.02 am]: I support the motion moved by the Leader of the House — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the private members’ business 
order of the day relating to the Limitation Amendment (Child Sexual Abuse Actions) Bill 2015 to be 
dealt with during time when government business has precedence. 

This is quite an important bill. I quote from the overview of the bill provided by the member for Eyre in the 
explanatory memorandum — 

The purpose of the Limitation Amendment (Child Sexual Abuse Actions) Bill 2015 is to amend the 
Limitation Act 2005 (“the Act”) in order to create uniformity with the Victorian Limitation of Actions 
Amendment (Child Abuse) Act 2015 and other similar amendments proposed in the States and 
Territories of Australia, to implement the recommendations of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and implement the desire of the Parliament in commitments to 
exclude child sexual abuse from the operation of any limitation period under the Act. 

I think it is appropriate that this bill be dealt with in government time. I actually would have thought it 
appropriate for this to be a government bill, and I do not fully understand why it is not. It can be seen from the 
title that it is a 2015 bill introduced by the member for Eyre. He has been a very patient man waiting for 
government time. After today, only three sitting weeks will be left for this house this year, so I think it is a bit 
sad that the government has not given this priority. I think it should have been a government bill. It has been 
incumbent upon the member for Eyre to bring this forward, and I commend him for doing so, although I am not 
sure that I completely commend him on his patience. This is an issue that needs to be dealt with. 
When we were given a longer list than usual of legislation that the government wanted to deal with this week, we 
were advised that this bill would be on the list. It was certainly not the last item on the list, but it seems it got the 
last priority for this week. Two bills are listed for today—the Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Repeal Bill 
2015 and the Licensing and Other Authorisations Amendment Bill 2016—upon which there has been no debate 
whatsoever; they both will begin their second reading debates. Both are significant bills. There is intense 
community interest in the issue of genetically modified crops, and the Licensing and Other Authorisations 
Amendment Bill impacts on a wide variety of areas that members will want to raise. 

Although I support the motion that the Leader of the House has moved, I would have liked to see this bill 
brought on first today, so that it could be dealt with. It is not something that the opposition intends to 
unnecessarily delay. We will have a number of speakers, because it is a very important issue. It is important that 
the community understands that members of this house are concerned that there has been no action on this 
matter. As I am sure the member for Eyre will point out further, not only has this matter already been legislated 
upon in Victoria in 2015, but amendments have been made in other state Parliaments. It is another example of 
where this government has been very tardy. 
I do not intend to delay the house any further at this time but, given the legislative program that the government 
has listed for today, I think that the Leader of the House knows full well that it is totally unrealistic to expect this 
bill to be brought forward today. I sincerely hope that the government will give it priority in its time next week. 
Question put and passed. 
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